
BOARD OF EDUCATION 

SPECIAL AND REGULAR BUSINESS MEETING MINUTES  

 

September 26, 2011 

 

The regular business meeting of the Board of Education of the Portage Public Schools held on Monday, 

September 26, 2011, was called to order at 6:30 p.m. by President Snyder in the Community Room of 

the Administration Building, 8111 S. Westnedge.  He welcomed an audience of 15 people and all in 

attendance recited the Pledge of Allegiance. 

 

Board Trustees Present: Ted Hartridge, Geoff Howe, Rusty Rathburn, Bo Snyder, Randy Van 

Antwerp and Joanne Willson 

 

Board Trustees Absent: Tom Eddy 

 

DISTRICT RECOGNITIONS AND ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS 

 

The Community Relations Manager, Mr. Tom Vance, introduced Northern High School Teacher, Ms. 

Daniall Poulsen, who was recognized for being named the 2011 Outstanding Earth Science Educator by 

the Michigan Earth Science Teachers Association.  Ms. Poulsen discussed the honor of this recognition 

and offered thanks to all her mentors and peers.  President Snyder congratulated and presented a 

recognition certificate to Ms. Poulsen on behalf of the Board. 

 

The Board also recognized several schools fundraising efforts to fight blood cancer by accepting a 

Certificate of Appreciation from the Leukemia and Lymphoma Society’s School and Youth Programs. 

 

REPORTS 

 

Superintendent’s Report: Interim Superintendent, Dr. Ric Perry, introduced the new North Middle 

School Assistant Principal, Mr. Craig Medd to the Board.  Mr. Medd shared comments and added he 

looks forward to his new role. 

 

Dr. Perry shared news of a Town Hall meeting regarding the Future of School Funding in Michigan that 

will take place on October 3, 7:00 p.m., at Linden Grove Middle School in Kalamazoo.  He noted this 

event was being hosted by Senator Bert Johnson (Senate Democratic Caucus) and Mr. Mark Totten. 

 

Dr. Perry informed the audience of a lawsuit recently filed regarding construction issues at Northern 

High.  He confirmed the District was not named in the suit and stressed the priority of concern for the 

safety and welfare of all staff and students. 

 

Bargaining between the Portage Education Association and the District administration is continuing and 

Dr. Perry noted the next session will be held on October 13. 

 

Dr. Perry shared news that a 2006 Northern High graduate, Mr. Taylor Mazer, has a display entered in 

Grand Rapids 2001 ArtPrize competition and informed the audience how to vote for Mr. Mazer. 

 

Dr. Perry noted most changes made to the Administration Building and traffic flow at the building have 

been completed or will be completed when weather permits. 
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Dr. Perry informed the audience of the 2011 Summit on Racism Annual Community Conference taking 

place on September 30 at the Fetzer Center at Western Michigan University.  The keynote speaker at the 

conference will be Dr. Boyce Watkins, a leading financial scholar and social commentator in America. 

 

Dr. Perry shared news of the Central High School homecoming events taking place this week. 

 

Financial Report:  The Business Manager, Mrs. Karla Colestock, noted the Board would receive its 

first financial report for the 2011/2012 school year in October, 2011.  She provided background on two 

financial legislative items she is tracking: Senate Bill 34 that would amend personal property tax; and 

the American Jobs Act that would reduce the Social Security rate for both employees and employers. 

 

COMMENTS OR COMMUNICATIONS 

 

President Snyder opened the comments and communications portion of the meeting and asked if there 

were any citizens who would like to speak to the Board.  Mr. Hartridge explained guidelines the Board 

uses for this portion of the meeting. 

 

Seeing no citizens come forward, President Snyder opened the floor to comments from fellow Board 

members. 

 

Mr. Howe congratulated Ms. Poulsen on her recognition. 

 

Mr. Rathburn reported on an EFE (Education For Employment) meeting he attended in which Dr. Kevin 

Hollenbeck presented data confirming approximately 30% of Portage students participate in this 

successful program.  He shared concerns about the program in relationship to Michigan Merit Curriculum 

testing.  Mr. Rathburn also discussed the Champions for Healthy Kids initiative to encourage healthy 

lifestyles and healthy meal options.  He recognized Ms. Susan Livingston, Food Group Manager, for her 

efforts within the District on this initiative. 

 

Mr. Hartridge applauded and commended Ms. Poulson and Mr. Medd and recognized the District schools 

for their support of the Leukemia and Lymphoma Society’s School and Youth Programs. 

 

President Snyder echoed Mr. Rathburn’s comments on the EFE meeting noting the benefits and conflicts 

it presents for certain students.  He also thanked the District Administration for notifying all Northern 

High families about the lawsuit that was filed. 

 

President Snyder opened the floor to Board Committee reports. 

 

Mrs. Willson reported on plans to meet with the PTO (Parent Teacher Organization) Presidents in 

October regarding increased volunteer outreach and partnerships. 

 

Mr. Howe stated the first Curriculum Committee meeting was scheduled for October 12. 

 

Mr. Rathburn reported the Portage Athletic Foundation (PAF) is hosting a “Spirit Dinner” on Friday, 

October 14, in the Central High Commons prior to the Central versus Northern High football game.  He 

welcomed the community to this event, noted the cost was $5.00 per person, with proceeds to benefit the 

District athletic programs. 
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CONSENT AGENDA 

 

President Snyder presented the following Consent Agenda items for approval by the Board of 

Education: The minutes of the August 22, 2011, Special and Regular Business Meetings, August 

23, 2011, Policy Governance Retreat, August 31, 2011, Special Meeting, and September 12, 2011, 

Special and Committee Of The Whole Work Session; National School Lunch Week Proclamation; 

and School Bus Safety Week Proclamation.   

 

Mrs. Willson requested the September 12, 2011, Special and Committee of the Whole Work 

Session Minutes be removed from the Consent Agenda.   

 

Mrs. Willson read the National School Lunch Week Proclamation and Mr. Van Antwerp read the 

School Bus Safety Week Proclamation.  Trustees offered thanks to the District food service workers and 

bus drivers. 

 

There being no objections to remaining items, motion carried unanimously. 

 

REQUIRED APPROVAL ITEMS 

 

Motion offered by Mr. Rathburn, seconded by Mr. Hartridge, that the Board of Education 

approve the appointment of the following new teachers: Ms. Catherine McDaniel and Ms. Amanda 

Warmington, as presented. 

 

Mr. Tom Zahrt, Director of Human Resources, provided background information on this 

recommendation. 

 

Motion carried unanimously. 

 

Motion offered by Mrs. Willson, seconded by Mr. Howe, that the Board of Education approve the 

appointment of Ms. Lynne Cowart to the position of Director of Curriculum and Professional 

Development, as presented. 

 

Dr. Perry shared background information on Ms. Cowart and responded to a Trustee question about her 

contract. 

 

Motion carried unanimously. 

 

Motion offered by Mr. Rathburn, seconded by Mr. Howe, that the Board of Education approve the 

stipend for Mrs. Nancy Haas to assume additional duties in curriculum functions, as presented. 

 

Dr. Perry shared background information on Ms. Haas.  

 

Motion carried unanimously. 

 

APPROVAL ITEM 

 

Motion offered by Mr. Van Antwerp, seconded by Mr. Hartridge, that the Board of Education 

accepts the proposal from T.J. Construction Company for the purchase of a new 40’ by 80’ 
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storage facility at 2501 Zylman Ave. for the sum of $30,780.00 (bid w/steel roof).  This 

expenditure would be from the 2011-2012 Building and Site Sinking Fund ($30,780.00), as 

presented.   

 

Dr. Perry noted the recommendation was amended, per the request of the Board at their September 12 

meeting, to reflect a metal roof on the building. 

 

Motion carried unanimously. 

 

Motion offered by Mr. Rathburn, seconded by Mr. Van Antwerp, that the Board of Education 

approve the revisions to Policy 3.9, Policy Committee Structure, as presented.   

 

President Snyder provided background information on the wording changes to this Policy. 

 

Motion carried unanimously. 

 

Motion offered by Mr. Rathburn, seconded by Mr. Howe, that the Board of Education certify the 

following delegates: Mr. Ted Hartridge, Mr. Randy Van Antwerp and Mrs. Joanne Willson for the 

2011 Michigan Association of School Boards Delegate Assembly, as presented.   

 

Motion carried unanimously. 

 

Motion offered by Mr. Van Antwerp, seconded by Mr. Rathburn, that the Board of Education 

approve the amendment to the 2011/12 contract for the individual administrators, at the stated 

salary and adjusted benefits representing a total compensation concession of 4.2%, as presented.   

 

A friendly amendment was offered by Mr. Hartridge making this amendment effective July 1, 

2011. 

 

Mr. Tom Zahrt responded to a Trustee question regarding a retroactive rollback on the reimbursement 

and several Trustees voiced concern over the lack of a contract with the Portage Education Association.  

Other comments pertained to thanking the administrators for stepping up and making this concession in 

the spring as well as resolving most of the District layoffs. 

 

Motion carried by a vote of 5 to 1 with Mrs. Willson voting against the motion. 

 

CLOSED SESSION 

 

Motion offered by Mr. Rathburn, seconded by Mrs. Willson, that the Board of Education move 

into closed session for the purpose of discussing periodic personnel evaluations and collective 

bargaining strategy [Sections 8 (a) and 8 (c) of the Open Meetings Act].   

 

Upon a roll call vote, all Trustees present voted in favor of the motion. 

 

The Board moved into closed session at 7:36 p.m. 

 

The Board returned to open session and recessed at 8:23 p.m. 
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There being no further business to come before the Board, the meeting was adjourned at 8:23 p.m. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

Edna Kent 

Recording Secretary 
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PROCLAMATION 

NATIONAL SCHOOL LUNCH WEEK 

October 10-14, 2011 

 

WHEREAS, It is with great respect for the accomplishments of Portage’s school food service 

managers, servers, cashiers and driver personnel and substitutes that we commemorate October 10-14, 

2011 as National School Lunch Week.  During this special observance, we encourage all citizens to 

recognize the dedication and skill of our school food service employees; and 

  

WHEREAS, Each day, a total of 70 food service employees prepare and serve over 6,200 

lunches a day.  This is in addition to ordering, storing, and expediting each menu item to each location, 

adhering to food safety, sanitation, and nutritional guidelines as well as giving each customer the time 

and consideration to listen, hear and deliver what they are looking for each day.  Fortunately we have 

exemplary professionals who have devoted their careers to providing high quality service to our 

children and staff; and  

 

WHEREAS, On behalf of our students and staff, it is a pleasure to commend the women and 

men who accept and meet the challenges of school food service.  The observance of School Lunch 

Week is a welcome opportunity to thank these patient, caring, skilled public servants.  Those involved 

in this pursuit should be very proud of their contribution to education. Now, therefore, be it 

 

RESOLVED BY THE BOARD OF EDUCATION, That we proudly commemorate October 

10-14, 2011 as National School Lunch Week, and we commend everyone who has contributed to the 

successful operation of our lunch program.  By working together, we can make a difference in every 

student’s life. 

 

 

 Proclaimed this 26th day of September, 2011 

 Portage Public Schools Board Of Education 
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PROCLAMATION 

SCHOOL BUS SAFETY WEEK 

October 17-21, 2011 

 

WHEREAS, It is with great respect for the accomplishments of Portage’s professional school 

bus drivers, mechanics, office staff, and manager that we commemorate October 17-21, 2011 

as School Bus Safety Week.  During this special observance, we encourage all citizens to 

recognize the dedication and skill of school transportation employees; and 

 

WHEREAS, Each day, over 5,200 Portage students ride on 62 school buses, traveling over 

780,000 miles annually.  Driving so many miles, coordinating the countless routes, and 

supervising the dozens of students on each vehicle requires an outstanding effort.  Fortunately 

we have exemplary professionals who have devoted their careers to transporting our children 

safely; and 

 

WHEREAS, Our fleet and staff have a proud tradition of excellence during annual safety 

inspections by the Michigan State Police Motor Carrier Inspectors; and 

 

WHEREAS, On behalf of our young people, it is a pleasure to commend the women and men 

who accept and meet the challenge of school transportation.  The observance of School Bus 

Safety Week is a welcome opportunity to thank these patient, skilled, and caring public 

servants.  Those involved in this pursuit should be very proud of their contribution to 

education; and 

 

WHEREAS, This special week serves as a fitting time to urge all drivers to become more 

aware of school bus safety regulations.  Serious injuries and deaths occur when motorists fail to 

stop for school buses.  Now that the school year has begun, we remind drivers to be cautious 

and attentive around school buses.  It is also an appropriate time to ask students to listen to 

their bus drivers and pay close attention to bus safety rules; now, therefore be it 

 

RESOLVED BY THE BOARD OF EDUCATION, That we proudly commemorate October 

17-21, 2011 as School Bus Safety Week, and we commend everyone who has contributed to 

the successful operation of our school buses.  We also encourage all citizens to drive carefully 

and to be alert around school buses.  By working together, we can make this the safest school 

year ever. 

  

 Proclaimed this 26
th

 day of September, 2011 

 Portage Public Schools Board of Education 

 


